








APALA members met for dinner at the 
recent Public Library Association National 
Conference in Portland, March 23-27, 2010. 
Included in the photograph are Richard 
Kong, Sandy Wee, Julie Ann Oiye, and 
Beatriz Pascual Wallace. The dinner was 
held at Dragonwell Asian Bistro.

Socials



When asked to be the best man at his bosom 
buddy's wedding, Mas Arai reluctantly agrees, 
keeping his personal opinions quiet ("Why was 
Haruo, at seventy-one years of age, even 
thinking of getting remarried? Might as well just 
buy two cemetery plots right next to each other 
and put a bow tie on one headstone and a veil 
on the other"). on the other"). Although Mas claims never to
have been 'best' at anything in his life ("other 
than perhaps regrets"), he feels a weight of 
responsibility. Haruo, a former gambler who's 
"lost his wife and house to craps" clearly has 
faults, but he and Mas share history and a 
common bond, having both survived the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima. When the 
wedding is abruptly canwedding is abruptly canceled and the groom is 
suspected of stealing a valuable set of imperial 
Japanese dolls, Mas turns amateur detective. 
Hirahira's elderly protagonist, the self-described 
"has-been good-for-nothing gardener," is a thor-
oughly likable hero. Although the novel is 
sluggish at times, the author brings a different 
lens through which to view Los Angeles's Japa-
nese-American community

Dr. Connie Mariano is a notable Filipina woman. 
"Keeper of the presidential pulse," she served as 
the White House physician from 1992 to 2001, 
directing the White House Medical Unit and 
achieving the prestigious rank of rear admiral in 
the United States Navy. In her absorbing 
memoir, Mariano writes about her humble 
bebeginnings growing up as the daughter of a 
Navy steward and her profound desire to "pay 
back" through service. She chronicles both the 
expected and unexpected on-the-job chal-
lenges, including performing search-and-rescue 
exercises, adapting to the new face of the White 
House ("This would become a delicate dance in 
which both partners struggled to avoid 
stepping on each other's toes"), preparing for
the worst-case scenario ("The specter of assassi-
nation hung over all of us"), caring for visiting 
dignitaries, surveying cities to identify
environmental health risks, and accompanying 
the President on his travels across America and 
around the globe. In recounting the Clinton 
years, Mariano not only gives insight into the 
private side of the American presidency, but 
shares her own personal triumphs and trag-
edies ("My greatest achievements as a physician 
and caand career naval officer would be my most 
painful failure as a wife and mother").

book reviews



Join us as we celebrate our 30th anniversary in Washington, D.C. with a six-course Chinese 
dinner, speakers and live entertainment. Dr. Franklin Odo, recently retired Director of the 
Asian American Program at the Smithsonian Institution, will be the keynote speaker. The 
event will also honor APALA's past officers, present literary awards, and feature live perfor-
mances by the Lao American Women Association (LAWA) dance group and Subodh Sen of 
the Bollywood band, Sangeet.













Join APALA for a chat with Newbery Honor-winning author 
and 2006 APALA Literature Award Honoree Grace Lin! 

Time: 2PM EST (11AM PST, 1PM CST)
When: Wednesday, July 14, 2010
Where: http://connect.ala.org/chatrooms/chat/798

(Please sign up at (Please sign up at http://connect.ala.org/ and request to join the APALA member 
group at http://connect.ala.org/node/76086 if you haven't already. Please sign up at 
least a day in advance so that our group manager can add you.)

Grace Lin is the author and illustrator of more than a 
dozen picture books, including THE UGLY VEGETA-
BLES and DIM SUM FOR EVERYONE! Also an author 
of middle grade öction, Grace's 2010 Newbery 
Honor book WHERE THE MOUNTAIN MEETS THE 
MOON was chosen for Al Roker's Today Show Kid's 
Book Club and was a NY Times Bestseller. While 
most of Grace's books are about the Asian-American most of Grace's books are about the Asian-American 
experience, she believes, "Books erase bias, they 
make the uncommon everyday, and the mundane 
exotic. A book makes all cultures universal." See 
more about Grace and her work at 
http://www.gracelin.com/. 
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